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New research and reports on
Gaelic medium education

The past six months have seen the publication of
two important reports on Gaelic medium
education (GME) in Scotland.

In January, His Majesty’s Inspectorate of
Education (HMIE) published Evaluating the
Quality of Gaelic Education: actions to raise
standards, quality and equity in 3–18 Gaelic
Education. This is the first major national
evaluation of the quality of Gaelic education in
recent years and provides an important overview
of what is working well, as well as where further
improvement is needed. 

The report recognises the commitment and
creativity of teachers and practitioners across the
sector, alongside the growth in Gaelic education.
However, it also highlights challenges including
the availability of places in areas of high demand,
the recruitment and retention of staff, continuity
and progression from primary to secondary,
curriculum provision and the need for stronger
strategic leadership. The report makes a series of
recommendations intended to improve standards,
quality and equity across Gaelic education from
age 3 to 18. 

Rannsachadh agus aithisgean ùra
mu Fhoghlam tro Mheadhan na
Gàidhlig

Chaidh dà aithisg chudromach air Foghlam tro
Mheadhan na Gàidhlig (FtG) an Alba
fhoillseachadh sna sia mìosan mu dheireadh.

San Fhaoilleach, dh’fhoillsich Luchd-sgrùdaidh
an Rìgh airson Foghlam ann an Alba (HMIE) A’
Luachadh Càileachd Foghlam na Gàidhlig:
gnìomhan gus inbhean, càileachd agus co-
ionannachd àrdachadh ann am foghlam Gàidhlig
3-18. ’S e seo a’ chiad mheasadh nàiseanta mòr
air càileachd foghlaim Gàidhlig a rinneadh sna
beagan bhliadhnaichean mu dheireadh agus tha
e a’ toirt seachad sealladh farsaing cudromach air
na tha ag obair gu math, a bharrachd air far a
bheil feum air tuilleadh leasachaidh. 

Tha an aithisg ag aithneachadh dealas agus
cruthachalachd nan tidsearan agus nan
cleachdaichean air feadh na roinne, a bharrachd
air an fhàs ann am foghlam Gàidhlig. Ach tha i
cuideachd ag aithris air dùbhlain a’ gabhail a-
steach duilgheadasan a thaobh faotainneachd
àiteachan sgoile ann an sgìrean far a bheil iarrtas
mòr ann, trusadh is gleidheadh luchd-obrach,
leantainneachd agus adhartas bho bhun-sgoil gu
àrd-sgoil, solar curraicealaim agus feum air
ceannardas ro-innleachdail nas treasa. Tha
sreath de mholaidhean san aithisg a tha ag amas
air piseach a thoirt air inbhean, càileachd agus
co-ionannachd air feadh Foghlam Gàidhlig bho
aois 3 gu 18.
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Chaidh an dàrna aithisg chudromach
fhoillseachadh le Bòrd na Gàidhlig sa Ghearran:
Foghlam Àrd-sgoile tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig:
Measadh agus Molaidhean Leasachaidh. Le Jim
Whannel agus Wilson MacLeòid. Thàinig an
rannsachadh seo às dèidh draghan a chaidh a
thogail le coimhearsnachd phàrantan na
Gàidhlig, agus bha Comann nam Pàrant an sàs
ann a bhith a’ tagradh airson an rannsachaidh
agus ann a bhith ga leasachadh. 

Tha sgrùdadh mionaideach san aithisg air
foghlam àrd-sgoile tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig air
feadh na h-Alba, a’ tarraing air rannsachadh agus
còmhraidhean le ùghdarrasan ionadail,
buidhnean nàiseanta, tidsearan, pàrantan agus
daoine òga. Tha i ag aithris air an fhàs mhòr ann
am FtG aig ìre na h-àrd-sgoile thar nan deich
bliadhna a dh’fhalbh, ach tha i cuideachd a’
comharrachadh dhraghan a thaobh an eadar-
ghluasaid eadar a’ bhun-sgoil agus an àrd-sgoil,
roghainn nan cuspairean a tha rim faighinn tron
Ghàidhlig, luchd-obrach, clàran-ama agus
cothrom air teisteanasan Gàidhlig.

Tha raon farsaing de mholaidhean cudromach
san aithisg airson ùghdarrasan ionadail,
buidhnean nàiseanta, Bòrd na Gàidhlig agus
Riaghaltas na h-Alba, a’ gabhail a-steach
barrachd co-obrachaidh eadar ùghdarrasan
ionadail, dealbhadh curraicealaim nas fheàrr,
planadh luchd-obrach nas treasa agus taic nas
fheàrr do sgoilearan a tha a’ gluasad bho
fhoghlam bun-sgoile tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig
gu foghlam àrd-sgoile.

A second significant report was published by
Bòrd na Gàidhlig in February: Gaelic-medium
Secondary Education: Assessment and
Recommendations for Improvement, by Jim
Whannel and Wilson McLeod. The research
followed concerns raised by the Gaelic parent
community, with Comann nam Pàrant involved in
supporting the call for and development of the
research.

The report provides a detailed examination of
Gaelic-medium secondary education across
Scotland, drawing on research and discussions
with local authorities, national organisations,
teachers, parents and young people. It highlights
the significant growth in secondary GME over the
past decade, but also identifies concerns around
the transition from primary to secondary, the
range of subjects available through Gaelic,
staffing, timetabling and the availability of Gaelic
qualifications.

Importantly, the report contains a wide range of
recommendations for local authorities, national
organisations, Bòrd na Gàidhlig and the Scottish
Government, including greater cooperation
between local authorities, improved curriculum
planning, stronger workforce planning and better
support for pupils progressing from Gaelic-
medium primary into secondary education.

Gaelic Medium Secondary Education 
Foghlam Àrd-Sgoile tro Mheadhan na Gàidhlig

Read the reports:

HMIE – Evaluating the Quality of Gaelic
Education

Bòrd na Gàidhlig – Gaelic-medium Secondary
Education report

Read the reports:

HMIE – Evaluating the Quality of Gaelic
Education

Bòrd na Gàidhlig – Gaelic-medium Secondary
Education report
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New research looks at the career
benefits of GME

New research by Dr Emma Bolger and Ann
Morrison is exploring the career benefits of GME
and how young people use their Gaelic skills after
leaving school.

The research spoke to pupils in the senior phase of
GME, as well as young adults aged 17–25 who had
completed their Gaelic medium education. The
early findings are very encouraging, with young
people highlighting the benefits of Gaelic for
employment, career opportunities and overall
wellbeing.

The research also found that young people value
their Gaelic skills but would welcome more careers
advice and support to help them understand how
Gaelic can be an advantage in the workplace.
There are already many careers where Gaelic is a
valuable skill, but the research suggests that young
people could benefit from more help in recognising
and making the most of these opportunities.

For parents, this research is a welcome reminder
that the benefits of choosing GME can continue
well beyond school. Gaelic can become an
important part of a young person’s skills and
identity, as well as opening up opportunities in
further education and employment.

Rannsachadh ùr a’ coimhead air
buannachdan FtG

Tha rannsachadh ùr leis an Dr Emma Bolger
agus Anna Mhoireasdan a’ coimhead air na
buannachdan dreuchdail aig FtG agus mar a
bhios daoine òga a’ cleachdadh an cuid sgilean
Gàidhlig às dèidh dhaibh an sgoil fhàgail.

Bhruidhinn an luchd-rannsachadh ri sgoilearan
anns an àirde ann am FtG, a bharrachd air
inbhich òga eadar 17 is 25 bliadhna a dh’aois a
bha air a dhol tro fhoghlam tro mheadhan na
Gàidhlig. Tha na toraidhean tràth gu math
brosnachail, le daoine òga a’ soilleireachadh
buannachdan na Gàidhlig airson cosnadh,
cothroman dreuchdail agus sunnd san
fharsaingeachd.

Fhuair an rannsachadh a-mach cuideachd gu
bheil daoine òga a’ cur luach air na sgilean
Gàidhlig aca ach gum bu toil leotha barrachd
comhairle is taic dreuchdail gus am faigh iad
tuigse air mar as urrainn dhan Ghàidhlig a bhith
na buannachd san àite-obrach. Tha tòrr
dhreuchdan ann mar-thà far a bheil a’ Ghàidhlig
na sgil luachmhor, ach a rèir an rannsachaidh,
bhiodh e feumail do dhaoine òga nam faigheadh
iad barrachd taic le bhith ag aithneachadh agus
a’ dèanamh an fheum as fheàrr de na cothroman
seo.

Do phàrantan, tha an rannsachadh seo a’
daingneachadh na teachdaireachd gur dòcha
gum mair na buannachdan a tha an lùib FtG ùine
mhòr às dèidh bliadhnaichean na sgoile.
Dh’fhaodte gum bi a’ Ghàidhlig na pàirt
chudromach de sgilean agus de dhearbh-aithne
neach òg, a bharrachd air a bhith a’ fosgladh
chothroman ann am foghlam adhartach/àrd-ìre
agus cosnadh.

Read the report:

 Career  Benefits Research
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Dyslexia and Gaelic Medium
Education

For parents of children with dyslexia, or who may
be wondering about how dyslexia can be
supported within Gaelic Medium Education,
there are some encouraging developments from
Dyslexia Scotland.

Dyslexia Scotland has recently launched a new
Scotland-wide branch specifically focusing on
dyslexia and Gaelic Medium Education. The
branch aims to bring together parents, educators
and others with an interest in this area, helping
to share knowledge, experience and good
practice and ensuring that children learning
through Gaelic have access to the support they
need.

As part of this work, Dyslexia Scotland has also
published a new Dyslexia and Gaelic Medium
Education guide aimed particularly at parents. It
provides helpful information about supporting
children with dyslexia in GME and recognises
that learning in a bilingual environment can
sometimes bring additional considerations when
identifying and supporting dyslexia. Importantly,
the guidance reinforces that dyslexia should not
be a barrier to children learning through Gaelic,
and that children should be supported to
develop their literacy skills in both Gaelic and
English.

For families, having access to specific
information and support around dyslexia and
GME is a very welcome development. It also
provides an opportunity for parents to share their
experiences and help shape the support
available to children and young people in the
future.

Dyslexia agus Foghlam tro Mheadhan
na Gàidhlig

Airson pàrantan aig a bheil clann le dyslexia, no a
tha airson barrachd fhaighinn a-mach mu thaic
airson dyslexia ann am Foghlam tro Mheadhan na
Gàidhlig, tha naidheachd mhisneachail air tighinn
bho Dyslexia Scotland.

Chuir Dyslexia Scotland meur nàiseanta ùr air
dòigh le fòcas gu sònraichte air dyslexia agus
Foghlam tro Mheadhan na Gàidhlig. Tha am meur
ag amas air pàrantan, luchd-foghlaim agus
feadhainn eile aig a bheil ùidh sa chuspair seo a
thoirt còmhla, gus cuideachadh le bhith a’
sgaoileadh fiosrachadh, eòlas agus deagh
chleachdadh agus gus dèanamh cinnteach gu
bheil cothrom aig clann a tha ag ionnsachadh tro
mheadhan na Gàidhlig air an taic a tha a dhìth
orra.

Mar phàirt den obair seo, tha Dyslexia Scotland air
goireas ùr Dyslexia agus Foghlam tro Mheadhan
na Gàidhlig fhoillseachadh cuideachd a tha ag
amas gu sònraichte air pàrantan. Tha fiosrachadh
feumail ann mu bhith a’ toirt taic do chloinn le
dyslexia ann am FtG agus tha e ag aithneachadh
gu bheil ceistean a bharrachd uaireannan ann a
thaobh a bhith ag aithneachadh agus a’ cumail
taic ri dyslexia nuair a thathar ag ionnsachadh ann
an àrainneachd dhà-chànanach. Rud a tha
cudromach, ’s e gu bheil an stiùireadh a’
daingneachadh nach bu chòir dyslexia a bhith na
bhacadh ro clann a bhith ag ionnsachadh tro
mheadhan na Gàidhlig, agus gum bu chòir taic a
thoirt do chloinn gus na sgilean litearrachd aca a
thoirt air adhart an dà chuid sa Ghàidhlig agus sa
Bheurla.

Do theaghlaichean, tha cothrom air fiosrachadh
agus taic sònraichte a thaobh dyslexia agus FtG
na cheum cudromach air adhart. Tha e cuideachd
a’ toirt cothrom do phàrantan na dh’fhiosraich iad
a cho-roinn le daoine eile agus a bhith a’ cumadh
na taice a tha ri faighinn do chloinn is do dhaoine
òga san àm ri teachd.
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Tachartas bogaidh air-loidhne –
Diardaoin 27 Lùnastal, 7f

Bidh Dyslexia Scotland a’ cumail tachartas air-
loidhne Diardaoin 27 Lùnastal aig 7f gus am
meur ùr aca airson FtG a chur air bhog. Bidh an
Dr Emily Barnes à Coláiste na Tríonóide, Baile
Átha Cliath a’ gabhail pàirt aig an tachartas agus
bidh cothrom ann barrachd ionnsachadh mun
mheur ùr agus mun obair a tha san amharc gus
taic a thoirt do luchd-ionnsachaidh na Gàidhlig
air a bheil dyslexia.

Gus clàradh airson an tachartais air-loidhne
an-asgaidh seo, cleachd an ceangal a leanas
- Click here to register - Online Launch Event

Online launch event – Thursday 27
August, 7pm

Dyslexia Scotland is holding an online event
on Thursday 27 August at 7pm to launch the
new GME branch. The event will feature Dr
Emily Barnes from Trinity College Dublin and
will be an opportunity to find out more about
the new branch and the work planned to
support Gaelic learners with dyslexia.

To register for a place at the online free
event please follow this link - Click here to
register - Online Launch Event

Our Annual Report is now available online

Our latest Annual Report is now available to view
online, providing an overview of the work of
Comann nam Pàrant over the past year and our
continued work to support families and Gaelic
Medium Education across Scotland. We would
encourage parents and supporters to take a look
and find out more about what we have been
working on over the past year.

Read the report: The Annual Report 

Tha an Aithisg Bhliadhnail againn ri fhaighinn
air loidhne a-nis

Tha an Aithisg Bhliadhnail as ùire againn ri
fhaighinn air loidhne a-nis. Tha an aithisg a’ toirt
sealladh farsaing air obair Chomann nam Pàrant
thar na bliadhna a chaidh seachad agus air an
obair leantainneach againn gus taic a thoirt do
theaghlaichean agus Foghlam tro Mheadhan na
Gàidhlig air feadh na h-Alba. Tha sinn a’
brosnachadh phàrantan agus luchd-taic gus sùil a
thoirt air an aithisg gus barrachd fhaighinn a-mach
mun obair a rinn sinn thar na bliadhna a chaidh
seachad.

Leugh an aithisg:  An Aithisg Bhliadhnail 
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Bidh bloc ùr de chlasaichean (a’ leantainn a’
chùrsa aig Speak Gaelic) a’ tòiseachadh
15/09/26 dha pàrantan ’s seana-phàrantan aig a
bheil clann/oghaichean ann am buidhinn pàrant
’s pàist’ Ghàidhlig, san sgoil-àraich no aig ceann
shìos na bun-sgoile. 

’S iad seo na làithean/uairean nuair a bhios
clasaichean a’ ruith:

Dimàirt 10-11m 
Diciadain 2-3f
Diardaoin 10-11m & 2-3f 

A new bloc of beginners’ classes (following the
Speak Gaelic course) will be starting on 15/09/26
for parents and grandparents with
children/grandchildren who attend a Gaelic
parent & toddler group, are in sgoil-àraich or at
the lower end of bun-sgoil. 

These are the days/time when the classes
will be running:

Tuesday 10-11am 
Wednesday 2-3pm
Thursday 10-11am & 2-3pm 

Comann nam Pàrant
5 Caolshraid Mhìcheil, Inbhir Nis, IV2 3HQ Puist-d - fios@parant.org.uk 

5 Mitchell Lane, Inverness, IV2 3HQ Email -  fios@parant.org.uk 
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Cumaibh sùil air EventBrite agus lean ar
duilleag airson am fios as ùire. 

EventBrite Comann nam Pàrant

Keep an eye out on Eventbrite and follow our
page for the latest updates. 

EventBrite Comann nam Pàrant

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/comann-nam-parant-39435488513
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/comann-nam-parant-39435488513


The Early Years

Our early years team in the Western Isles have
been kept busy with their regular Thig a Chluich
sessions throughout Lewis and Harris, as well as
their monthly Bookbug session in the library in
Stornoway. They were invited to lead some extra
Bookbug sessions at the sgoil àraich in Tarbert,
something that they plan to continue doing a
couple of times a term. They’ve also now been
contacted by other sgoiltean àraich who would like
Bookbug sessions as well. Unfortunately, our
planned trip to North and South Uist and Barra at
the beginning of August had to be postponed due
to the breakdown of one of the ferries. The trip has
now been rescheduled for the first week of
September and we are looking forward to
reconnecting with families on the southern isles. 

In July we took part in the HebCelt Festival in
Stornoway again. We welcomed lots of little ones
and their families for some songs and a story in a
newly laid out children’s area, and in lovely
sunshine this year too! 

In the south, Kirsteen has continued to support
early years groups across the country, leading our
groups in Stirling and Peebles as well as Bookbug
sessions in Edinburgh and Falkirk, and supporting
playleaders at other groups with curriculum ideas
for sessions and helping with annual funding
applications. Our families in Peebles have been left
disappointed with the lack of communication from
Scottish Borders Council regarding their
application for GME in their area. Some of our
families who were led to believe that GME would be
available from August 26 have now had to send
their children to P1 in English Medium for their first
year at school, although we remain hopeful that
GME will available from August 27 and that these
children will be welcome to switch to Gaelic from
their second year of school. 

Na Tràth-Ìrean 

Tha sgioba nan tràth-bhliadhnaichean againn sna h-
Eileanan Siar air a bhith trang leis na seiseanan Thig
a’ Chluich cunbhalach aca air feadh Leòdhais is na
Hearadh, a bharrachd air an t-seisean Bookbug
mhìosail aca ann an leabharlann Steòrnabhaigh.
Chaidh cuireadh a thoirt dhaibh seiseanan Bookbug
a bharrachd a chumail aig an sgoil-àraich air an
Tairbeart, rudeigin a tha iad an dùil cumail orra a’
dèanamh mu dhà uair gach teirm. Tha sgoiltean-
àraich eile air fios a chur thuca ag ràdh gu bheil iad
cuideachd ag iarraidh seiseanan Bookbug. Gu mì-
fhortanach, bha againn ris an turas a bha san amharc
gu Uibhist a Tuath is a Deas agus gu Barraigh aig
toiseach an Lùnastail a chur dheth a chionn ’s gun do
bhris an aiseag. Thathar a-nis air an turas a chur air
dòigh a-rithist airson a’ chiad sheachdain san t-
Sultain agus tha sinn a’ coimhead air adhart ri bhith a’
dèanamh ceangal às ùr le teaghlaichean sna h-
eileanan a deas. 

Anns an Iuchar ghabh sinn pàirt ann am Fèis
Cheilteach Innse Gall ann an Steòrnabhagh a-rithist.
Chuir sinn fàilte air gu leòr chloinn bheaga agus an
teaghlaichean airson beagan òrain agus
sgeulachdan ann an àrainn ùr do chloinn, le
deàrrsadh na grèine am-bliadhna cuideachd! 

Aig deas, tha Kirsteen air leantainn oirre a’ toirt taic
do bhuidhnean tràth-bhliadhnaichean air feadh na
dùthcha, a’ stiùireadh nam buidhnean againn ann an
Sruighlea agus sna Pùballan a bharrachd air
seiseanan Bookbug ann an Dùn Èideann agus san
Eaglais Bhric, agus a’ toirt taic do stiùirichean-cluiche
aig buidhnean eile le beachdan airson a’
churraicealaim agus airson seiseanan agus a’
cuideachadh le tagraidhean maoineachaidh
bliadhnail. Tha dìth conaltraidh bho Chomhairle
Chrìochan na h-Alba mun iarrtas aca airson FtG san
sgìre air a bhith na bhriseadh dùil do na
teaghlaichean againn sna Pùballan Chaidh toirt a
chreidsinn air na teaghlaichean againn gum biodh
FtG ri fhaighinn bhon Lùnastal 2026. Leis nach do
thachair seo, bha aig cuid aca ri an cuid chloinne a
chur gu BS1 ann am foghlam tro mheadhan na
Beurla airson a’ chiad bhliadhna aca san sgoil, ged a
tha sinn fhathast an dòchas gum bi FtG ri fhaighinn
bhon Lùnastal 2027 agus gum bi cothrom aig a’
chloinn seo gluasad gu foghlam Gàidhlig bhon dàrna
bliadhna aca san sgoil. 08



Seachdain na Gàidhlig do Sgoiltean
ann an Dùn Èideann 

Tron t-seachdain a’ tòiseachadh 27mh Giblean
2026 chùm Comann nam Pàrant an tachartas
bliadhnail aca, Seachdain Dhùn Èideann. Seo
cothrom a th’ ann air a thabhann do sgoilearan
bhun-sgoiltean ann am foghlam tro mheadhan na
Gàidhlig ann am BS4-7 a bhith a’ dol gu gnìomhan
tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig ann an diofar ionadan
luchd-turais ann an Dùn Èideann. Am-bliadhna
chùm sinn seiseanan ann an Dynamic Earth,
Taigh-tasgaidh Nàiseanta na h-Alba, Gailearaidh
Portraid Nàiseanta na h-Alba, Caisteal Dhùn
Èideann agus Lùchairt Thaigh an Ròid. 

Aig Dynamic Earth, chaidh bùth-obrach eadar-
obrachail a chumail le Shona Chaimbeul mun
fhànas agus bha cothrom aig na sgoilearan an uair
sin a dhol timcheall taisbeanadh inntinneach ann
an Dynamic Earth. B’ i Kirsteen Mhoireach a bha
os cionn tursan timcheall taisbeanadh sònraichte
aig Taigh Tasgaidh Nàiseanta na h-Alba,
‘Fuamhairean’. Às dèidh an taisbeanaidh, bha
cothrom aig na sgoilearan a bhith a’ togail
mhodailean fuamhairean anns a’ bhùth-obrach.
Aig Gailearaidh Portraid Nàiseanta na h-Alba, b’ i
Chiorstaidh NicArtair a thug a’ chlann timcheall a’
ghailearaidh a’ coimhead nas dlùithe ri pìosan
ealain agus às dèidh làimh bha cothrom aig na
sgoilearan pìosan aca fhèin a churthachadh. Rinn
Caitlin Andrew agus Catrìona NicIlleMhoire turas
timcheall air caisteal Dhùn Èideann, a’ gabhail a-s-
teach a bhith a’ dol timcheall a’ chaisteil gu lèir is a
bhith a’ dol a-steach do na seann phrìosanan.
Chaidh sèisean spòrsail a chumail le Megan Dale
timcheall Lùchairt Taigh an Ròid le fòcas air
eachdraidh Màiri Banrigh na h-Alba. Chaidh na
tursan uile a chumail tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig a-
mhàin agus cha bhiodh seo air a bhith comasach
às aonais taic bho luchd-obrach aig a h-uile ionad
turasachd. 

Gaelic week for schools in Edinburgh

During week commencing 27 April 2026, Comann
nam Pàrant held their annual event, Seachdain
Dhùn Èideann / Edinburgh Gaelic Week. This is an
opportunity offered to all Gaelic Medium Primary
Schools for P4-7 pupils to attend activities through
the medium of Gaelic at different attractions within
Edinburgh. This year we held sessions at Dynamic
Earth, the National Museum of Scotland, the
National Portrait Galleries of Scotland, Edinburgh
Castle and the Palace of Holyroodhouse. 

At Our Dynamic Earth, Shona Campbell ran an
interactive workshop about space and the pupils
then had the opportunity to tour the fascinating
exhibition at Dynamic Earth. At the National
Museum of Scotland, Kirsteen Murray led tours
round a current exhibition at the museum, ‘Giants’.
The pupils then had the opportunity to build ‘giant’
models in the workshop. At the National Portrait
Galleries of Scotland, Chiorstaidh MacArthur led
the school groups round the galleries looking more
closely at the art and then they had the opportunity
to create some art of their own. At Edinburgh
Castle, Catriona Morrison & Caitlin Andrews
conducted a tour of the castle which included
going round the whole castle and into the old
prisons. At Palace of Holyroodhouse, Megan Dale
led an engaging workshop which included a tour
of the palace focusing on the history of Mary
Queen of Scots. All these tours were conducted
entirely through the medium of Gaelic and would
not have been possible without the collaboration
of staff at the different attractions.
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Am-bliadhna ghabh 17 sgoiltean eadar-
dhealaichte agus còrr is 400 sgoilear pàirt tron t-
seachdain bho air feadh meadhan na h-Alba, sgìre
Chomhairle na Gàidhealtachd, Earra-Ghàidheal
agus Bhòid - agus airson a’ chiad turais ann an
iomadach bliadhna, bha cuideachd buidhean
sgoile ann bho Chomhairle nan Eilean Siar. Tha e
na adhbhar misneachd dhuinn a bhith a’ faicinn an
uiread de sholarachadh foghlam Gàidhlig a thilleas
bliadhna às dèidh bliadhna, agus tha sinn gu math
mothachail air an oidhrip mhòr a tha seo airson
sgoiltean, gu h-àraid an fheadhainn a dh’fheumas
fuireach ann an Dùn Èideann airson 2 neo 3
oidhcheannan. Chuir sinn cèilidh air dòigh aig
Àrainn Darroch airson nan sgoilearan a bha a’
fuireach ann an Dùn Èideann agus cuideachd
chuir sinn fàilte air sgoilearan bho Bhun Sgoil
Taobh na Pàirce.

This year 17 different schools and over 400 pupils
attending the sessions throughout the week from
schools across the central belt as well as
Highland Council, Argyll & Bute Council and for
the first time in several years a school group from
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar. It is very encouraging
to see the number of Gaelic Medium provisions
that return year after year, and we are very aware
of the large undertaking this is for schools,
especially for those who are staying in Edinburgh
for 2 or 3 nights. Many thanks to school staff and
parents who make this opportunity possible for the
pupils. On Wednesday night we organised a
cèilidh at the Darroch Campus for the school
groups that were staying in Edinburgh as well as
welcoming pupils from Taobh na Pairce. 
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Tog I - Cùrsa Tòiseachail do
Theaghlaichean 

Chaidh an cùrsa seo a dhealbhadh do luchd-
ionnsachaidh inbheach a tha airson Gàidhlig a
chleachdadh mar phàirt de bheatha teaghlaich. 

Tha cuideam daonnan air conaltradh. Thathar a’
brosnachadh luchd-ionnsachaidh gus cànan ùr
a chleachdadh sa bhad ann an
suidheachaidhean air a bheil iad gu math eòlach
seach a bhith a’ feitheamh gus am bi iad air an
gràmar bunaiteach ionnsachadh gu math. Tha
foghlam cànain air sealltainn uair is uair gu bheil
cleachdadh conaltraidh cunbhalach, le taic bho
mhìneachadh air pàtrain gràmair beag air bheag
nas èifeachdaiche na cuimhneachadh leis fhèin.

Tha an cùrsa stèidhichte air a bheachd gur
dòcha nach bi mòran chothroman aig luchd-
ionnsachaidh Gàidhlig a chluinntinn taobh a-
muigh na dachaigh. Air an adhbhar seo, tha
gach caibideil a’ cur fòcas air cànan a ghabhas
a thoirt a-steach do chleachdaidhean teaghlaich
a tha ann mar-thà, a’ toirt cothrom do luchd-
ionnsachaidh pàtrain cleachdaidh cunbhalach a
stèidheachadh bhon toiseach.

Bidh a’ chùrsa ri fhaighinn air ar làrach-lìn -
www.neadan.scot. Cùmaibh sùil air na
meadhanan sòisealta airson fios as ùire. 

Tog I – An Introductory Gaelic Course
for Families
 
This course has been designed for adult
learners who wish to use Scottish Gaelic as part
of family life. 

The emphasis throughout is on communication.
Learners are encouraged to use new language
immediately within familiar situations rather than
waiting until they feel they have mastered the
underlying grammar. Experience in language
education consistently demonstrates that
regular communicative practice, supported by
gradual explanation of grammatical patterns, is
more effective than memorisation alone.

The course assumes that learners may have
limited opportunities to hear Gaelic outside the
home. For this reason, each chapter focuses on
language that can be incorporated into existing
family routines, allowing learners to establish
regular patterns of use from the outset.

The course will be available on our website
- www.neadan.scot. Keep an eye on our
social media for the latest updates. 
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A’ sgaoileadh fios mu na tha ag obair
air feadh coimhearsnachd foghlaim na
h-Alba 

An robh fios agad gum bi Luchd-sgrùdaidh
Foghlam an Rìgh a’ soillseachadh eisimpleirean
de chleachdadh èifeachdach a chunnacas air
feadh na h-Alba? Tha na sgrùdaidhean cùise seo
a’ soillearachd na tha a’ dèanamh fìor eadar-
dhealachadh do luchd-ionnsachaidh a h-uile latha. 

Tha cuid de na prìomh fheartan de chleachdadh
èifeachdach, bho air feadh nan suidheachaidhean
foghlaim a’ gabhail a-steach:

Ceannardas is co-obrachadh làidir –
stiùirichean sgoile air an cumhachdachadh ag
obair còmhla, a’ co-roinn eòlas agus a’
brosnachadh leasachadh thar lìonraidhean
Fèin-mheasadh èifeachdach – a’ cleachdadh
dàta agus meòrachadh gus builean chloinne is
dhaoine òga a leasachadh gu leantainneach
Modhan ionnsachaidh ùr-ghnàthach – a’
gabhail a-steach teicneòlas didseatach,
ionnsachadh air a’ bhlàr a-muigh agus
foghlam le fòcas air seasmhachd
Dè th’ ann am Foghlam tro Mheadhan na
Gàidhlig agus Foghlam Luchd-ionnsachaidh
èifeachdach
Obair com-pàirteachais – co-obrachadh
brìoghmhor le teaghlaichean,
coimhearsnachdan agus buidhnean com-
pàirteach
Cultar in-ghabhail is sunnd – a’ dèanamh
cinnteach gu bheil taic aig gach neach-
ionnsachaidh gus soirbheachadh

Sharing what works across
Scotland’s education community 

Did you know HM Inspectors regularly highlight
examples of effective practice observed during
inspections across Scotland? These case
studies shine a light on what’s making a real
difference for learners every day. 

From across education settings, some key
features of effective practice include:

Strong leadership & collaboration –
empowered school leaders working
together, sharing expertise and driving
improvement across networks
Effective self-evaluation – using data and
reflection to continuously improve
outcomes for children and young people
Innovative learning approaches – including
digital technology, outdoor learning and
sustainability-focused education
What constitutes effective Gaelic Medium
and Learner Education
Partnership working – meaningful
collaboration with families, communities
and partner organisations
A culture of inclusion & wellbeing – ensuring
every learner is supported to thrive

Fios as ùr bho HMIE
Updates from HMIE 
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Progress report with Gàidhlig Language Plan

His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Education (HMIE)
have published a progress report on delivering
commitments for the Gaelic Language Plan
during the academic year 2024 to 2025.

It evaluates the delivery against the planned
actions across inspection, building capacity,
supporting improvement, influencing policy and
corporate responsibilities. 

HMIE Advice on Gaelic Education

This advice from HM Inspectors supports
practitioners, schools and local authorities to
evaluate and improve Gaelic Medium Education
and Gaelic Learner Education, with a strong
focus on high-quality immersion, progression in
fluency and positive outcomes for learners.

The framework includes practical challenge
questions to support self-evaluation and
improvement planning across areas such as:

learning, teaching, immersion and
assessment
curriculum design
transitions and progression
promoting Gaelic language and culture.

The ‘Advice on Gaelic Education’ should be used
alongside the suite of quality inspection
frameworks on our website to contextualise these
to the Gaelic sector. 

These frameworks set out the standards we use
to evaluate and report on quality and
improvement in Scottish education.

Aithisg Adhartais le Planaichean Gàidhlig

Tha Luchd-sgrùdaidh an Rìgh airson Foghlam
ann an Alba (HMIE) air aithisg adhartais
fhoillseachadh mu choileanadh ghealltanasan sa
Plana Ghàidhlig aca rè na bliadhna acadaimigich
2024 - 2025.

Tha i a’ measadh lìbhrigeadh gnìomhan a’ phlana
a thaobh sgrùdadh, togail comais, taic ri
leasachadh, buaidh air poileasaidh agus
dleastanasan corporra.

Comhairle HMIE mu Fhoghlam Gàidhlig

Tha a’ chomhairle seo bho Luchd-sgrùdaidh an
Rìgh a’ toirt taic do chleachdaichean, sgoiltean
agus ùghdarrasan ionadail gus measadh a
dhèanamh air Foghlam tro Mheadhan na
Gàidhlig agus Foghlam Luchd-ionnsachaidh na
Gàidhlig agus gus an leasachadh, le fòcas làidir
air bogadh àrd-inbhe, adhartas ann am
fileantachd agus deagh bhuilean do luchd-
ionnsachaidh.

Tha ceistean dùbhlain practaigeach san fhrèam-
obrach gus taic a chumail ri fèin-mheasadh agus
ri planadh leasachaidh ann an raointean leithid:

Ionnsachadh, teagasg, bogadh agus
measadh
dealbhadh curraicealaim
eadar-ghluasadan agus adhartas
a’ brosnachadh na Gàidhlig agus a cultair.

Bu chòir ‘Comhairle air Foghlam Gàidhlig’ a
chleachdadh còmhla ris an t-sreath de
fhrèamaichean-obrach sgrùdaidh càileachd air
an làraich-lìn againn gus an cur ann an co-
theacsa roinn na Gàidhlig. 

Tha na frèamaichean-obrach seo a’ mìneachadh
nan inbhean a bhios sinn a’ cleachdadh gus
càileachd agus leasachadh ann am foghlam na
h-Alba a mheasadh agus gus aithris air.
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Rannsaich aithisgean sgrùdaidh

Tha na h-aithisgean sgrùdaidh againn a’ toirt
seachad sealladh soilleir, stèidhichte air fianais,
air càileachd foghlaim air feadh na h-Alba. Bidh
iad a’ soilleireachadh neartan agus a’
comharrachadh raointean leasachaidh, a’
cuideachadh le bhith a’ cumail taic ri adhartas
leantainneach ann an sgoiltean agus
suidheachaidhean foghlaim.

Co-dhiù, tha thu nad chleachdaiche, pàrant,
neach-cùraim no neach-ùidh, tha na h-aithisgean
againn nan dòigh fheumail gus tuigse nas fheàrr
fhaighinn air mar a bhios sinn a’ measadh agus a’
cumail taic ri ionnsachadh.

Clàraidhean Cho-Labhairt

Bidh clàraidhean de dhà cho-labhairt-lìn a’ tighinn
a dh’aithghearr, a’ co-roinn cleachdadh fìor
èifeachdach ann am Foghlam tro Mheadhan na
Gàidhlig agus Foghlam Luchd-ionnsachaidh. Ann
am fear de na clàraidhean, tha pàrantan a’
bruidhinn mun eòlas a th’ aca air solar ùr tro
Mheadhan na Gàidhlig a stèidheachadh aig BS1.
Gus seo a dhèanamh, chleachd iad na pròiseasan
ann an Achd an Fhoghlaim (Alba) 2016.

Explore inspection reports

Our inspection reports provide clear, evidence-
based insights into the quality of education
across Scotland. They highlight strengths and
identify areas for improvement, helping to support
ongoing progress in schools and education
settings.

Whether you’re a practitioner, parent, carer or
stakeholder, our reports are a useful way to better
understand how we evaluate and support
learning.

Webinar Recordings

Coming soon are the recordings of two webinars
that shared highly effective inspection practice in
Gàidhlig Medium and Learner Education. In one
of the recordings, parents talk about their
experiences of setting up a new Gàidhlig Medium
provision at P1. For this, they used the processes
in the Education Scotland Act 2016.
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